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S E R V I N G  N k S H U A  A N D  

Sessions set for questions 
I.ionlay, lanusry 06, 2C03 
8 y  ANDREW NELSON telegraph Staff, nelsona@telacra~'n~~_h corn 

NASHUA - Residents a t  e series cf meetings this w ek wi!l be able to put their questions to civic 
leaders about the push for the city to ac.qui,-e Penni - 1 huck Corp. 

Discussions are scheduled aroucd the city every dab throilgh Friday. 

The sessions coilclude Friday night, when represen from both 
the city and Pennichuck have been Invice.: to  state 
pgblic at City Hall. 

Wzrd 5 Aldcrnian Brian McCarihy, wh.3 leads the a1 ermank 
Pennichuck Water Special Committee, said the ma agernent of any 

thst peopie want to u~derstand. 

r l  
city-owrled water company and the finances to  buy ;t are key issues 

"I. thi!ik thi tre are a lot of pevple who have unans.hl red qucstions," 
he said. ! 
The reports compiled by the  city's cansultants, alo 
reasoning behind t h e  Rcard of A!berrncnls 
acquisition of P~nnlchuci:, will be explained a t  
h e  said. 

Residents will decide a t  the ballot Sox on Jan. 
aldermen should take further steps tc purchase 
company. 

The vote stems from the 
~ v o t ~ l d  be zrquired by 
largest water utility in 
estimated to  b-? worth about $95 
state Public Utilities Commission 
make a docisicln on the. merger by Feb. 28. 

INFORMATION 
MEETINGS 
Slated Four in formatianal 
ward meetings on the city's 
proposed acquisition of 
Pennichuck Corp. are 
scheduled for this week. 
- Today: 7 p.m., Eim Street 
Junior High School 
cafeteria: Wards 4: G and 
7.  
- Tuesday: 7 p.rn,, New 
Searles Elementary School 
cafeteria, Wards 5, E and 
9 .  
- Wednesday: 6:30 p.m., 
Nashue High School North, 
Ward 1. 
- 'Thursday: 7 p.m., 
Chariotte Avenue 
Elcmcntary School 
cafeteria, Wards 2 and 3. 
On Friday, n citywide forum 
on the P ~ n r ~ i c h ~ ~ c k  
acqirisition wil! be !-Ad at 
6:32 p.m. in the City Halt 
auditorium, 

Restrictions or: city officials spenc1,ng tax dol!ars o acting as advocates on the isc;i~~ wiil limit the 
ro!es of some city staff. McCarcny ssid tha could prevent him frcm printing aad 
distributing a list of frequently asked by hjs c>mmirtee, 

\%'aid rneetings will ba held in neiphborhaod schools today through Thursday - tonight a t  Elm 
Street Junior High School, T ~ l e s d a ~  at: New 
Schooi, Wednesday a t  P!ashuz Hiyh 8: Learrr M~~~ 
Chariotte Avenue E lernr i~ tary  School. :hr A, arL-,iVP O f  the -- f o t ~ r  ward rrlcetir!gs, no  matter wlxre 1- !--&-a ~ ~ 1 . c 7  'j e 

rcqardino .t~~.e.,~a,~~...o,! - 



Jhe citywide forum on Friday is being spo~rored b the Democrztic Pennicrhuci(~-~m, artd Eepub!ican city committees. 

Rep. Jane Clemons, chair of the Democratic City C mmlttee, sald it is important for residents to be 

leaders. 
educated on the issue, and hear the points of both city representatives and Pennichrlck 

"This is a very big decision," Ciemons sail. "I don't want to see a knee-jerk reactior~ (when people 
VO:~). I think it% important to the city that we are b I1 welt informed." 

The vote next week is one of the  steps in the state' eminent domain requirements. The first step 
occurred in November, when the aiderrner~ voted 1 -1 t:, put the question to a cityvilde vote. 

If the majority of voters approve the ballot questio 1 , the aldermen would begjn negotiations with 
Pennichuck. The final step would be for the alderm ri to agree to borrow money in the form of a 
revenue bond, paid for by ratepayers, to buy the c i mpariy, with the e~entua!  goal of tmnsferriny 
controi to a regicnal water district. A t  least two-thirlds of the aldernlen must agree to iss-le bot~ds. 

If wters reject the acquisition proposal next week, kk 
two years. 

Andrew Neison can be reactvd s t  554-6415. 
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:e issue cannot be reconsidered for at least 


